STUDIES  IN  A   DYING   CULTURE
and though anarchy, according to bourgeois theory, is
complete liberty, in practice the bourgeois speedily sees
that to live in the jungle is not to be firee. Property is
the basis of his mode of living In such circumstances
social production could not be earned on, and society
would dissolve, man return to savagery, and freedom
altogether perish. Thus the bourgeois contradicted his
theory in practice from the start. The State took its
distinctive modern form as the enforcement of bour-
geois rights by coercion. Police, standing army and
laws were all brought into being to protect the haves
from the * free * desires of the have-nots. Bourgeois
liberty at once gives rise to bourgeois coercion, to
prisons, armies, contracts, to all the sticky and restrain-
ing apparatus of the law, to all the ideology and educa-
tion centred round the sanctity of private property,
to all the bourgeois commandments Thus bourgeois
liberty was built on a he, bound to reveal in time its
contradictions.
Among the have-nots, bourgeois freedom gave rise
to fresh coercions. The free labourer, owning nothing,
was free to sell his labour in any market. But this
became a form of slavery worse, in its unrestricted
form, than chattel slavery, a horror that Government
Blue Books describing pre-Factory Act conditions make
vivid for all their arid phraseology. They show how
unrestricted factory industrialisation made beasts of
men, women, and children, how they died of old age
in their thirties, how they rose early in the morning
exhausted to work and knocked off late at night only
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